Bible Passage

Today we will be exploring together|
the story ofStephen

You can find it in your Bible in:

Acts 6:8 - 7:60

Read the story together choose a
Bible translatior2 NJ O K stbriR NJ
versionwhich bestsuits yourgroup.

—

A prayer to say together

Dear God,

Thank youor the story of Stephen,
who lived for you and spoke boldly
when asked about his faith.

We remember all those around th
world who live in countries where it
isnot safe to be a Christian. We
pray for your protection over their
lives but that they would have
opportunities to share their faith
with others too.

Help s to be bold in sharing our
faith and to live for yoyust as
Stephendid.

Amen

egelher @ §

Here are some activities you could do together as a family, begin with
story and then do as many or as few as you like, in any order.
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Discussion

A question for adults to asthildren
Why did the peple in the story tell lies @t Stephen?

Theeldersandteachersof the lawwere unhappy with
Stepheng they couldnot win arguments against hilmecaise
the Holy Spirit had given him trability to speak withgreat
wisdom and cofidence.

It probably made tk religious leaderteel embarrassed in
publicwhen they lost an argumentThey did not want more
people to join the new church arfdllow Jesus. Theyere
probably scared of lasg their power.

A question for children to ask adults
Can you think of a time when yshared wur faith with
somebody?

Donm®@worry if theperson was not irdrested or rejected you.
Just likeStephen people might be negative, angry or confu
by the Gaod News of JesusAll we can das keep praying for

those who do not yeknow Jesus and trust in G@timing.

Family Activity 1

The High Priest asked Stepn:

OAre these things true®
and Stepherknewthe scripture so well he was able gove
exampledrom throughout theOld Tesamentof those who
brought messages from God but wargectedby God3
people. Play a true oafse quiz to see who knows their
Bible best. a
There is a list afuestionson page 52? ? ?
3 ¢ (the answers are at the ° ©
bottom) ¢ playa game of true or ? ?
falseq if you think the answer is °

true thenstand up but if you think
it is false sit down.

Who can sore the most points?




A verse to remember

1 Peter3v 15

OAlways be ready to answer everyone who asks you f
explain about the hope you havé

Try to learn this verse togetheypu couldcome up with some actions to help you

remember it. Why notdecorate he verse on a piece of paper or card together
and put it up somewhere to remind you of it through theek?

| Helping Older Children

Sharingour faith with others can be a
challengeparticularly when the
response we receive migjhe negative
It is however part of theommissiorwe
have been given.

Why not help older children to thinknd
talk through how theymight share the
Good News about Jesus with oth@ers

Colour books are a simple way toese
the Gospel, wy not make one together.

You will needo find or cobur paper in
the following colours

Black ¢ representssin, the mistakes we
have all made.

Red ¢ representsthe blood of Jesus
shed for us.

clean by Jesulacrifice for us.

/Gold ¢ representsthe
promise ofeternal life and hewen for all
those whohear and respond to the
Good News.

Green ¢ reminds
us that we can all

Whife ¢ remindsus that we are washed =

continue to grow in
faith and learn
more about God.

-

All Bible verses are taken from thidew Century Versio(NCV)The Holy Bible, New Century Version®. Copyright © 200%1bsas Nelson, Inc.

Family Activity 2

In our story today people picked up stones to attack
Stephen, it was a horrible way teact. Stones
appear throughout the Bible in the Old Testament
they were used to build &rs as a reminder of good
things God had donehe word of God islescribed as
being like a firm rock we can build ouvds on.

Manypeople aredecoratingand hding rocks to
encourae other families in their communities. Why
not decorate some rocks together andrtk about
how God can use athing for his glory even when
people tiy to use things for destruction.

Active Prayer

These ten coumtes are tlose

where itis currenly hardest to

livesas aChristianwhere
persecution is still an issue

North Korea Eritrea
Afghanistan ~ Sudan
Somalia Yemen
Libya Iran
Pakistan India

Why not find them together on anap and then take
time to pray for them together.You could write each
country on a strip opaper, make it into a paper chain
and then rip it apart as you pray.

For moreideas of how to pray for the persecuted chu
why not vist www.opendoorsik.org



https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-Century-Version-NCV-Bible/
http://nelsonbibles.com/

True or False

1. Abraham was 100 when his son Isaac was born?
2. Moses led the Israelites through the dead sea?

3. Joseph had 12 brothers?

4. There are two prophelic books in the Bible beginning with the letter
'z’

. There are 200 Psalms!

6. There are 4 gospel books in the Bible.

7. The second book of the Bible is called Leviticus.
8. Noah fook two of every animal onto the ark.

9. Jesus once fed 4000 people at once!

10. There is a rock badger’ mentioned in the Four books of the Bible.

Answers

Turn the page upside down fo check your answers.
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A colouring page you could print and colour together

This colouring sheet is provided bitps://picturebookapologetics.com/
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https://picturebookapologetics.com/

Puzzle Sheel

Christians are still persecuted around
the world for following Jesus.

Can you find the ten countries where
it is currently hardest to lives as a
Christian in the wordsearch below?

You could pray for <[} G

When the people

aftacked Stephen
they took off their
coats and placed
them at the feet of a
young man.

Colour in only the
shapes with a dot
in fo reveal his

name.
\




